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Impressions during a trip to Mongolia (summer 2006)
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WNmena nu 51 xoTb kakoe-HWBYAb NpefcTaBneHne 06 apxuTeKTy-
pe MoHronun nepep Moum nyTewectsuem no TpaHccMbUpCKon
Xene3HOM Aopore, KOTOpas NpuBena MeHsa B 3Ty AaNeKyto a3u-
aTckyto ctpaHy? Hert!

B 3anapHoit EBpone MoHronus rnasHbiM 06pa3om n3secT-
Ha 6narofaps cBoeil ucTopuu (BCeraa CBA3aHHOM, KOHEUHO,
¢ YMHrMCxaHoM 1 ero cnocobHOCTbIO 40r0e BpeMs fepxkaTth
MONOBUHY MUPA B CBOMX PyKax), AUKUM OWAAAM, WMPOKOI
CeNbCKOI MeCcTHOCTH, 6ObLWKM CTaaM KO3 U OBeL, KOYeBHNU-
KaM, KOTOpbIE XWUBYT B TPAAULMOHHbBIX 0pTax (MO-MOHIONbCKM
- I'3p) no Bceit cTpake.

B uenom xutenu 3anagHoi fepmaHnm He UMenn AcHO-
ro NpeAcTaBNeHusA, 4TO NPONCXOANNO B ITOW 4aCTU CBeTa,
ocobeHHo o 1990 r., B To BpeMs kak BoctoyHas MepmaHus
NoAAepXuUBana TeCHbI KOHTAKT ¢ MOHronneii B 3MoXy KOMMy-
Hu3Ma. Ho aaxe Tenepb, CMyCcTs MHOTO NIeT nocie «6onblUmnx
nepeMeH» B Halleil CTPaHe, a TakKe B ObIBLIMX BOCTOUHBIX
KOMMYHUCTUYECKUX CTPaHax, s 06Hapyx)una, YTo BCe elye He
3Halo, KaKoBa B LeNCTBUTENLHOCTM XU3Hb B MOHroANM — co
BCEMU ee acneKTamu.

N Bce e YnaH-baTop (A, Kak MeCTHble XUTENU rOBOPAT,
«Yb») c ero cmecbio U3 6eTOHHbIX 6N0KOB U coLManuUCTUYeC-
KOii apXUTEKTYpbl, €r0 MPUropoAHbIX [3p-KBapPTanoB U HeGOMb-
WOTo Yucna BCe elle CyWecTByoWNX OYyAAUCTCKUX XPamMoB
He 6bin A1 MEHS HEOXMAAHHOCTbIO. B Kakoi-T0 cTeneHn Mbl
0XUAaNu NofobHbIN «MenaHx» B CTpaHe, KOTOpas, U3 pacyeTa
Ha MOHTFONIbCKOTO XUTeNs, ABNAETCA HOMEPOM Of\UH B MUPE B
MoNyYeHU MHOCTPAHHO NOMOLM M KOTOpasA noAsepranach
BAVAHUIO MHOXECTBA IPYruX CTpaH.

Vb — cTonunua ¢ GelweHbIM TEMNOM XU3HU U YUCTOM XKUTe-
neii okono 1 munnuoHa (6onee 1/3 Bcex xuteneit MoHronuu),
4TO CO3AaeT BNeyaTNeHne XenaHHON Lenun Bcex CNoeB Hace-
NIEHUs, B PABHOM CTeneHu KakK As TYpUCTOB, TaK U ans 6U3He-
CMEHOB.

HecmoTps Ha To 4TO 3AeCh Bbl MOXeTe KynuTb Genbruii-
cKue Badan, UpNaHACKOe U repMaHCKoe NMUBO, UTaNbAHCKYIO
ey, aBCTPUICKNI Kode 1 ofexy BCEMUPHO U3BECTHbIX
AM3aiiHepoB, NocMOTpeTb 50 TeNeBN3MOHHbIX KaHanoB, noce-
TUTb UHTEpHeT-Kade M NPOKATUTLCA Ha Axune «Xammepy,
Xn3Hb B YBb — 370 He TonbKo pa3Bneyenune. Kak nHocTparel,
Bbl He MOXeTe 3/1eCb XOPOLIO OPUEHTUPOBATLCA, TaK KakK B
ropofie 04eHb Mano 3HaKoB (a 3a rOPoJjOM UX COBCEM HeT),
N1eTO XapKoe W MbibHOe, 3UMa YKACHO XON0[HASA, Bbl TPACE-
Tecb No Konfo6MHaM Nioxux gopor u Tpotyapos. Kpyrabiii
rof 34ecb CTOMT KONOTb OT 3NEKTPOCTAHLUN 1 BbIXNIONOB OT
pacTywero Yyncna MalmH...

Yb okpyeH [3p-KkBapTanamu, KOTOpble COCTOAT U3 rPaBUil-
HbIX [LOPOT, Y4aCTKOB 3€MJIN C NOCTPOEHHLIMU HA HUX OfHUM
unu asymsa 3pamu, pasfeneHHbIMU fepPeBAHHBIMU NEPEropos-
KaMu, 04eHb CKYAHOTO JOPOXHOro ocBelieHus (ecnu Boobie
TaKOBOE MMeeTCs) U HACOCHbIX CTaHLMiA, rae npuobpetaercs
BOAA AN €XEeAHEBHOro UCNOoNb30BaHUA. B Hawmx rnasax
TaKas XU3Hb MOXKET BbI3BaTb XKaNnocCTb, HO 3T0 GYAET Yepecuyp
onpoMeTynBOe CyxaeHne. MHOrme KOYeBHUKM, KOTOpbIE Nepe-
e3xatoT B Yb ¢ Hagexnoi Ha «nyywuit» u Gonee nerkuii ObiT,
He MOTYT U/UNK He XOTAT OCTaBAATb CBOK KOYEBYIO XKU3Hb
1 NoNyyaloT YAOBONLCTBUE OT NpoXnBaHus B [3pe. Tem He
MeHee, eCIM OHU CMOTYT cebe 3T0 N03BOANTL, GONBWKUHCTBO
U3 HUX NepeenyT B XKU0e 3aHue.

NcTopryecku Cnoxmunocb MHEHUE, YTO MOHTOIbI, OyAyYU
KOYeBbIMU NIIOAbMU, HE ObINN 3aNHTEPECOBaHbI B CTPOUTENLCTBE

Did I have any idea about architecture in Mongolia before
my trip with the Trans-Siberian Railway, which guided me
also to this far away Asian country? No!

In Western Europe Mongolia is mostly known for its his-
tory (always connected with — of course — Dschingis Khan
and his ability to hold half of the world in his hands for a
long time), for wild horses, vast country-side, huge flocks
of goats and sheep, nomads, who live in traditional tents
(Mongolian: Ger) all over the country.

In general we West-Germans hadn't had a clue what was
going on on that side of the world, especially before 1990,
while East-Germany kept a close contact to Mongolia over
the communist-area. But even now, so many years after
«the big move» in our as well as in the eastern former
communist-countries, I found out, I still didn't know how
life with all its aspects would be in reality in Mongolia.

Still Ulaanbaatar (or «You Bee», so UB as they call it...)
with its mixture of concrete blocks and its socialistic archi-
tecture, its suburban Ger-quarters and its small number of
still existing historical Buddhist temples didn't come as a
big surprise. Somehow we expected a «melange» like that
in a country which is, counted per Mongolian citizen, world-
wide number one in receiving foreign aid, and which has
been influenced by many countries.

UB is a crazy capital with nearly 1 million citizens (more
than 1/3 of Mongolia's residents) and it gives the impres-
sion of being a «hip» target for all kind of people - tourists
and business men alike.

Though you can get Belgian «waffles», Irish and
German beer, Italian food, Austrian coffee and world
famous designer-ware, 50 TV-Channels, Internet-Cafes and
«Hummer» cross-country vehicles, living in UB is not only
fun : as a foreigner you can't orientate as there is very little
sign-posting in the city (none at all in the country side)
for example, the summers are hot and dusty, the winters are
freezing cold, you stumble and bump over badly maintained
pavements and roads. All over the year there is the smut
from the power station and the exhaust fumes from a rising
number of cars...

UB is surrounded by Ger-quarters, which are composed
of gravel roads, pieces of land with 1 or 2 Gers build on
them, divided by board partition, very little street light (if
any) and pump-stations, where one has to buy the water for
daily use. For our eyes this kind of living might be pitied,
but that would be judging to quick. Many nomads, who
move into UB with the expectation of a «better» and easier




rOPOACKMUX LLeHTPoB. Mano YTo U3BECTHO O KMOHTONBCKONY
apXUTEKTYPE, TaK Kak GONbWUHCTBO MCTOPUYECKUX apTedak-
TOB ObIIN KNACCMPULUPOBAHbI KaK «3aMMCTBOBAHHAA» apXu-
TeKTypa.

Mocne paspywenus nepsoi «ctonuubl» Kapa-Kopym (takxe
CNPOEKTUPOBAHHOI 1 NOCTPOEHHOW MHOCTPAHHBIMU 30A4UMK) B
1371 r. cTtonuua MoHronnu Toro BpeMeHu 6bina cTaLMoHapHoOM
unn Koyesoit 6onee 300 neT u coctosna U3 MNp-ABOPLOB, KOTO-
pbl€e, KaK 0Ka3anoch, yylle COXPaHAANCb MPU IKCTPEMANbHOM
KAuMaTte, Tak Kak Gbinm npoyHeiMu. Cam I'3p, Kak npegnonaraet-
cs, umeet bonee yem 2000-1eTHIOW UCTOPUIO Pa3BUTUSA B A3UU.

YT0-TO BpOJle MOHACTbLIPCKOM apXMTEKTYPbl NOJ, KNTaNCKO-TK-
GeTckom BausHMEM nosyyuno ceoe passutue ¢ XVII no XIX sek.
K koHUy 3TOro nepuoaa 6bian nocTpoeHsl 6oee 300 3aaHuii no
Bceit cTpare. K coxaneHuio, 60bWUHCTBO U3 HUX bl paspy-
wWweHbl BO Bpems 1 nocne KynbtypHoit Pesontouun B 1924 .

Apxutektypa MoHronuu (a TouHee Ynan-batopa) B XVII-XX
BeKe UCMbITbIBaNa KUTaCKOE U PYCCKOE BAUAHMA U COCTOANA
B OCHOBHOM W3 CTPOEHMUIA OT XWUMbIX AOMOB 1 CKNAf0B, CAeNaH-
HbIX M3 KMPNWYa U AepeBa (MHOTAA C OPHAMEHTAMU B PYCCKOM
CTUNe), B0 34aHNIA, UMEILLUX CUIBbHOE BAUAHWE COLMANUCTUNYEC-
KOM 3noxu, BNaoTb Ao 1990 r.

CerofHA Ha NPU3HAKW CTPOUTENBCTBA MOXKHO HAaTKHYTHCA
nosciopy. Yb — 6bICTpO pacTywuit ropog, 3gech ecTb MHOTO
KOMNaHUi U3 3apybexHbIx CTpaH, KoTopble paboTaloT BMecTe
C MECTHbIMU h1pMamu BO BCex cepax. BHoBb pa3paboTaHbl 1
NOCTPOEHbI Xuible 1 OQUCHbIE 3aHNA: MHOTAA 3TO NpaKTUye-
CKM HeboCKpebbl, MHOTAA 3TO METaNIMYecKne CBeTAlLMeCs 34a-
HUA 3eN1eH0-30/10TUCTOTO LiBETA, MHOTAA 3TO CTPaHHas CMech
MCTOPUYECKNX N HOBBIX aPXUTEKTYPHbLIX CTUNEN 1 HOPM, HO
0YeHb peAKo 3Ta apXMUTeKTypa UMeeT «NpU3HaK» COBCTBEHHO
MOHTO/IbCKON apXUTEKTYpbI.

A KakoBa apxuTekTypa 3a npegenamu Yb? 3gecs, noxanyu,
HEeNb3s HalTK 6ONbLIOE KONUYECTBO 06BEKTOB, 3aC/yKMBalO-
WMX BHUMAHWNSA, TaK Kak kpome ctonuubsl B MoHronuwm scero 2-3
KpynHeix ropoaa (¢ HaceneHuem ot 30 o 80 ThicAY xuTenen),
KOTOpble COCTOSAT U3 CepbIX JOMOB, OTOPOXKEHHbIX 3abopamu
YaCTHbIX BNafeHUi, HeGONbIWMX PbIHKOB, MHOTAA 3[eCh eCTb
HebOoMbLWOI Xpam UK CNOPTUBHAA Miowaaka. B gpyrux mecrax
cTpaHa ycesHa [3pamu, NOCTPOEHHbIMU KOYEBHUKAMU, KOTOpPble
nepemeLyaloTca no CTpaHe Co CBOMM CKOTOM. [ina TypucTos
CTpoAT BCe Gonblue 1 bonblue TypucTUdeckux 6as ¢ Npamu Ha
KOPOTKUI NETHWi1 nepuop ¢ Mas no CeHTAOpb. M3pbl 3aech Ha
N060M BKYC — OT 04eHb NPOCTHIX 40 POCKOWHbIX — B 3aBUCUMOC-
™ OT 6loJKeTa TypucTa.

B 3akntoyeHne MOXHO CKa3aTb, YTO KMOHTONbCKAs apXUTEK-
Typa» — 3TO He NOBOJ AN NpUe3a B 3TY KPACMBYIO CTPaHy.
To, 4TO NpUBNEKAET, — 3TO NPOCTOP, YYBCTBO CBOBOALI, KOTOPOE
BCE elle MOXHO OlLYTUTb Ha NPUPOAE, KyNbTypa, Oyaan3m,
TPaAMLNM, YECTHOCTb U ApyXKentobue NoAei, CnoKoicTB1e U
NPUPOAHAA CUNA, KOTOPYIO OHW U3NYYaloT, U — CHOBA W CHOBA
— NpeKkpacHas npupopa, kotopas aenaet MoHronuno Takum mec-
TOM, KOTOpOe CTOWUT yBUAETb U owwyTuTh. OHa npurnawaer Bac
BEPHYTbCA. ..

life can't or/and won't abandon their nomadic habitation
and enjoy living in a Ger. Nevertheless, if they can ever
afford it, most of them will move into a domestic building.

Historically considered, the Mongolians as nomadic peo-
ple haven't been interested in building up urban centers.
There is not much knowledge about «Mongolian» archi-
tecture as most historical artifacts have been classified as
«imported» architecture.

After the destruction of the first built «capital»
Kara-Korum (designed and built also by foreign builders) in
1371 the capital of that-time Mongolia was immobile/nomad-
ic for more than 300 and was established in Ger-palaces,
which proofed to be of better use within the extreme climate
as firm houses. The Ger itself is supposed to have a more than
2000 year old history of development in Asia.

A kind of cloister-architecture under Chinese-Tibetan
influence has been developed from the 17th to the 19th
century with — by the end — more than 300 buildings all over
the country. Saidly most of them have been destroyed in and
after the Cultural Revolution in 1924.

Architecture in Mongolia (read: Ulaanbaatar) in the 19th
and 20th century consisted mainly in Chinese and Russian
influences from residential buildings and store-houses made
by brick and wood - sometimes in ornamented Russian style
— up to buildings strongly affected by the socialistic area
until 1990.

Today one hits the signs of construction sides everywhere.
UB is a booming city and there are many companies from
foreign countries that work together with local firms in all
kind of fields. Newly developed and built residential and
office buildings, sometimes nearly skyscraper-high, some-
times green-golden metallised and shining, sometimes with
a strange mixture of historical and new architectural styles
and forms but very seldom with the «signature» of Mongolia's
own architecture.

And what about architecture outside UB? Well, there is
not much noteworthy, as Mongolia only has another two to
three bigger cities (with 30.000 to 80.000 residents) con-
sisting of grey houses, fenced properties, small market halls,
sometimes a little temple or a sports ground. Otherwise the
vast country is spotted with Gers, built up by nomads who
travel the country with their livestock. For tourists they have
also built up more and more Tourist-Ger-Camps over the short
summer period from May to September, which are available in
a wide range from very simple to over-luxurious — depending
on the budget.

As a conclusion one could say that «Mongolian» architec-
ture is not a reason to come to this beautiful country. It's the
vastness, the kind of freedom one can still feel in the nature,
the culture, the Buddhist religion, the traditions, the honesty
and friendliness of the people, the calmness and the natural
strength they radiate and - again and again - the wonderful
nature which makes Mongolia such a worthy place to see and
to experience. It invites you to return...
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